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Rational thinking on sensible setting of journal publishing cycle
and the amount of published papers

CUI Jianxun

Editorial Office of Guangdong Agricultural Sciences, Institute of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Guangdong
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, 31 Jinying Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou 510640, China

Abstract: [ Purposes] Based on the setbacks in the journal operation practice of "shortening publishing cycle — increasing the
amount of published papers — improving the influence of journal" in Guangdong Agricultural Sciences, this paper provides a
reference for scientific journals to change the publishing cycle and reasonably set the amount of published papers. [ Methods | We
explored the influence of publishing cycle and the amount of published papers on journals taking Guangdong Agricultural Sciences
and some excellent journals of comprehensive agricultural sciences in China ( Scientia Agricultura Sinica, Agricultural Research in
the Arid Areas, Acta Agriculturae Boreali-Sinica, Journal of South China Agricultural University, and Journal of Southern
Agriculture) as the research objects. [ Findings | Shortening the publishing cycle and appropriately increasing the amount of
published papers play a positive role in enhancing the transmissibility and influence of journals under the condition of guaranteeing
the quality of manuscript sources. [ Conclusions| The current phenomenon of " reducing the amount of published papers—making
small denominator—improving the impact factors of journals" is common, but reducing the amount of papers may not necessarily
improve the influence of journals. It is suggested that the amount of published papers should be re-incorporated into the evaluation
system of scientific journals as an important index to restrain the undesirable phenomenon of excessive reduction of the amount of
papers, and actively promote the prosperity and development of scientific journals and promptly dissemination of scientific research
results. Combining online priority publishing, online first publishing, and other channels can further shorten the publication lag,
ensure the initiation right of academic achievements and rapid dissemination, and effectively improve the transmissibility and
academic influence of journals.

Keywords: Scientific journal; Publishing cycle; Amount of published papers; Influence of journal; Manuscript quality ; Experience
of journal operation
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